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F 
SHORT VIE VV 
of the Prælaticall Church 


of ENGLAND: 


WS. 

1 wyberein i is ſet forth the horrible 
ibaſes in Diſcipline and Government, 
layd open in tenne Snertons by way of 

1 Quare and Petition, the ſeverall heads 

1 =; whereof are ſet downein the — 


Fes 0 
T * 


; W hereunto is added : a ſhort draught of 
| F of | Charch-government. 


. "A ; * 


a, w 7 


EZ IE. 34. 3. 4, 10. 


4 Woe bee to the Shepheards of Ifraell that feed them- 
BM ſelves. 
Tec eate the Fat and cloath you with the Wok, yes | 
Vl. chew that are fed, but pee ſeed not the flecke , but Y 
with forces and with cruelty 3 gee ruled them. | N 
Babel I am a ainff the-Sbepheards, and I will re- 

pere my flocks at their hands, and cauſe them to ceaſs 

| Fe feeding the —_ neither — they feed themſelves 


2 "ar more. 


Frinted in the years: Mp ELI. 


nl 


n 
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1 


Szxcrien, I. 


| F the title of the Church aud why it peaked 
Prelaticall. 
I, 


7 3 file priucipall perſous in this Prelaticall Charch | 
aud their Dependents. _ 


Of the meanes is * Prelaticall greatueſſe. , 


of the Prelaticall ralt aud government, an the 
ends they aime at. 
V. 


of the Prelaticall viſitatiaus. 


Of the Prelaticall Charches, and the GT! te on 


. thew, 
VII. 
Of the Prelaticall Service. 
VIII. 


Of the Prelaticall i 
X. 
of the Prelaticall * 


F of the great and manifold 1 of theſe Prelati. 
1 aall governments. 


1⸗ͤ⸗«“ 


A 


— 


| 
| 
| 


SHORT VIEVV OE rk 
2 een 7 Church Klug FAR 
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bn, «1 Sberie l. pt 5 — pn we 
eu- a Gd pe. may 


1 G01 EN con#7elfienhec 70H yet oh aa = 
| ; 
He Church of England now ſo Alel „ „ 
e Church of our prelater and may be right - 
ly tearmed che he Pralati or Hierarchicall 
Church or nd, received from Rome, 


the ſcar of Earn * * ler es after 


t he Proteſtants fell 
framed of Prelaves; 0 25 — Ole Thin, 
onely ruled by chem, „ Lbs 
— bY fo K dy hs | \ 


222 ** under Poperh 
like a Drs e e. e 
| W 0 
hich SELL qlided by the yo of Chtift, 


Ra — Spirit of Antichriſt ? 
5 Wh 


? 
' 
| 
? 
£1 
F(t 
i 
11 


— - —<c—g——_— 
7 


( 


Waither God hath ever 3 auy ent 5 


Lane a 578 en wi ſedemme! ., 


corne fg his Tabernaclg t ? 16 
15 785 H⸗ 2.8. 5. heaps, Be 2 


2 The Paterne of his * m_ r Cir. 19 
& verſe 11, 12 13. T. K. 6. 38. "1 6 
3.The R_ of the rebuilding of is a the "Prophet, | 


p = 
Hor if More 15 Rol bless 92 3 
of chem, to attempt ſuch a thing. 


2 — 
Was he ſo earefull Hrs the type and ſhadow, and not for 


the Antity pe and ſubſtance? 
3 — of a Church after” an hu: 


miiĩne deviſe may ee vpon 5 reaſons by 


wl power ? 


| ho 143 Cy hn 


r The bandit . 2 
kia lt they be coppidered of 


Charch, 
1 The Prelates v el — -loes, ad As 
they call them) their . yy PIs 
2 Tha thc bey iter we Nobles end Genery,the who/e 
Houſe of 2 1ament.th , Ypper,and Lower from being of 
rhe Church and ſo dba irre.th Wen Paving auy right te 
mweddle in Church matiers t 
When the title ef Cinco ized themſelves, 
i taken in Scripture of the | 
> Richer for che Wale ee pon roger alen - 


N22 According 1 76 ie Remis 2 the vans 1 


another nature, but this is taken no notice of, an 


From that it was at firff 


15. 4 12. & 13. i. & j i. & 15/21, & 14: 27, and 
We eee 


O for the people difinit from Miniſters, Act. 14. 23. 
where 9 1 297235 5 Church, before Ä bat 
Paſtors ſet over thew's Where Pa £4 and people are 
difting#ihed;thert i # prop! are called the Church , aud 
vor the Minifters', the Minifters are ſuid to bee of the 
Church, and not theChurch,Rev,1$.,3.1.8.The Churches 
denomination i from the people; who alſo are the Lords. 


* 


Clergie,r pet.; 7. be, werd in Engliſh 4 Heritage, the 


Latig Cleri, und n the Greeks wyighe. tn. 
There is much co 


mplaint couching Monopoligs in 
othe x Sal tice of, T yerthis 
— * is a Myſtery of miſchiefes, for by this name of 
the Church aſſumed to themſel yes,, 
1 They dignifie very great ix their power, as may appeare 


12 


by the 20. Article of e a they lia vs corrupted 
e 


* 


t out in Anno 1561. C 1571. 
2. They decree what they pleaſe without controle, as, is 


evident by their former and late Canons. 


3. They firike an awefulneſſe in ali ſorts, vnder the 
ſaored name of Church. 

When the Church repreſentative ought to be gabe. 

red of both ſorts (as they be now diftingniſhed)of the Lear - 
ned and Godly Laity, as well as of the Clergie, _ 
Why ſhould therefore (re whole Lords and Chriſtian | 
Spirits of the Gentry)leſe the right , into which the holy 
Ghoſt(by calling them and the reft his Charch)hath inve- 
fed them ? In former times Parliaments have confirmed 
Injunctions Ecclefpaſticall, and our Service Books, cen - 
taining Gods by +. rg af an high nature, and why 
not ftill ſo? And if the Npbles and Commons can claim ſo 


much, as to ratifie maler. Eccleſiaſtical being concluded 
pen, I hope it # by peruſall theref before, els bow can they 
ak = roche peer 


* 
. — 


> 


o 


is judgement confirme them ? 4nd N wi ſudom⸗ 

25 od t0 oY them mate, 205 may not ſame cho» 
= men bee appointed to conſult with = Cen vocati on 
' Houſe about the framing of thoſe things which are te bee 
fet forth, ſecing they very much concerpe. al? The Bros 
threx at the great Comncill at I em. „ vere: not tur 
out, while the A poſtlet and Elders 6 £6) we together. ta conſe 
der of 4 great 21 Divinity, aud in 


their decrees; but when they were niet they paſſed. 


vnder their own vam with the the brethren alſo, 
ARAS.6.22,2 3. David conſulted with the | Eien wall 


a with the a and Lrviti, to bring * wp the Ark of God, 


1 Chr, 13 3. Hezckith concerneng the keeping of the 
Paſſeover Holy counſel tlereabout, not with the. Priefts 
one ly, But with bis Princes, and al 1 the Gongregation 6 an 
Jeruſalem, 2 Chro. 30:1,2. 
This Monopoly was not then learned among Gods 
4 people „ nor "OW the holy * their 
yes. 


622 


—— — 


— 


— 


$f Merten. Tl. 


O / the principall perſons in this Prelaticall Church, and 
x, of their Dependents wupern them, 


I There are two Provincial ' drebbifhops, | 
The one 1. che Province of 7 5 Metropolitan of Eng. 


lan 


De end an e 
) In nge 


2 His — ebene. and Fwy ; 
| n- 


land, the other af Canterbury ys of all Bzg- 


9 
TI 
25 All his Officers — and ke Rev. 
75 thereof, which are very great. 
7255 Spiricuall Oiicen uoderbiewhich eue. 
is Vicar General. 1. 
2 His Guardians of Spirituslities. : 
—-3 The Deanc of the Arches, witk all the number de- 
pending upon them. 
4 His many Courts? 
The Court of Faculties. 
The Court of Audien ce, | 
e Prerogative Court, 
The Delegates. = 
The Conliſtory in Pl. Fee ute 
The High Commiſion Court, Ne 


With the f of Attendance anche 


my 


A 3 
EKegiſtera -. 
Docteurs, < # | 14 
Prottoure, then all: which coms te man 
7 GY 1 _— 
Qua IT . 


Hithee ell or any of thele, be of divine inſlitution 2 
Whither the words of Chriſt forbidding to be graei- 
ous Lords, extend not to theſe, 7 20, 23,26. Luke, 
22.25, 26. Mar. eite 
Whether any ſpirirua fun&ion ordained by Chrift, 
ſtandeth in need of ſo great a Prelate, and ſo great a de» 
pendance to gs duties thereof # 5 
ä Whi⸗ 


0 . 
Whither this greatntffe hach auy time biene the fu 

of goodueſſe, and of good men in their places, or her 
hath nos from this greatneſſe riſengreat troubles, as at 
this day, aud much „ almoſt ever i the be- 
ginning of reformation, ? | ; 


/ * . " . 
1 { ' nd. "RE - 1 a as _ —_— 


„ 


—ͤ — AA. — 6 


The 1 Petition, 


5 the immeaſurable greatneſſe of be gracious 
Lords might be . the number of hoſe their. 
dependents leſſened, | 

That they might be made to ſhew rhenſelues arch- 
teachers of Chriſfts Goſpel, and ro attend onto Lu pars 
#:cular flooks, to fred them. 

That they might not be of Princes conſell;fer commonly 
God leaveth ſucli to become ill States men, becanſe the 
doe contrary to Chriſts biddis g. It hall not bee ſo wic 
yotz, Aas. 20.26. LN 1•4 5.5 o. 42. Aud for that 
they negle# the ſacret calling Rc ee & to 
be of Chrifty heavenly Connfſelh, to give attendance vnts 
temporali een ro ” of. 2 art bly Ki Cings ceunſell. 


II. There be twens foure Biſbops, Dioceſan 
Lord Ifen, 
They are ſeared in ſeverall Places chroughous the King: 


me. 
| arleile, 
of theſe three ate under Y EY 32575 phone. of 
All che reſt: are vnder Canterbury. _ 1 
Dependents on theſe... 
Theit traine of — Servants, 
Their Chapleines 


56 Chanceltours, with 'wayr 

34 Be with their — na on 

3 Jemen Ap paricours, .. 

'ProQours,if but two to r 
120 3 at eaſt, ror. then a good many. 
Dea AER FATS Th 
Whither theſe Diocclan Bichops be jure diving and have 
Warrant from Seripture? 
Whither St. Perurt . reacheth not to a chat 

* they Kondo e Gods heritage, by: over ru: 

at. 5. 35 "Ah 


it, 1 


hither we cannot be a3 well without eras al other | 


1 Churches; or whither we will condenne thoſe 
Churches for caſting them out, or not receiving them in? 
D fay, no Biſdoß no King, 
eeing they alle ſay, vo —— v Fibo, therefore 30 
. — no King, what a weake ſtanding bring they a 
King unte ?Bur a King is Gods ordinance, not fo-they'? 
and in Denmark hagh bernea King and no Biſhops this 
To0-Feares ? 

Whither Biſhops wanting i in Dioceſſes ; , upon vacancy 
ſore io, ſome 20 ycarẽs (us ſome have beene) may 
not be ſo for more yeareß, and fo for ever ? And if they 
may be wanting in a Diocelſe,why not in aProvince,and 
ſo * not every where? 

Whither may not our Kings [awfully caſt them out. as 
did the King of Benmark his * ? Whither by 
cheir authority have they advanced. trye religiö, or upheld 

| mere: 


* 
DK i 2 wa aA v 4 
F 


mat 1 d bY. ud bit te belonging | "IV 


. 
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— — 


089 


meere — ves hls) — 

niall obſervancts, rather then the po 
What wickedneſſe and e 

nay, what — — 2 

ä not 


The bumble Petition. 


Het they be ſeated in Paſtoral eberger; ever one 
on — — Reel at fr Biſhop 57 A 
. thereto pre arh and — and fo 4 oy 4: 
N might be taken aw 

That their Chancellows — from them, and 
their overſ Wang. fete. * their Gurtes bis Fa 
« ken downe, and cut eff. Sterne 
Tut they, their Ser, 2 their Conber,- eder 
| br. winder fame ſueh awthority, m rule overthens 

— them, and thuet bots ivr 2 
— mot fer cles, ra be lihe nomtet 4. 
commundger any power — 44 . — — PP fe 
fit — * juage alliand be "ſous from the Tage ante 


107 » 


fan F: 
E7 mne. err ure, on. 
25 fa * Biſbaps, - 
Dependears od theſis 


Theyhave tlireefoore Conttigto which doe bling Cm 
 miſfaries, Officials,Surro 
60 Regilters wich ae ervants,” - 


23 


ter einployed, 7 * 


3 
120 ProAours, if but to to every Cdurt. 


200 Appatitours at leaſt. 
The whole re re- to Archbiſhops, Bi- 
mops, Archdeacons, with the many pectiliirs ate lidged 


to bee no fewer then ben thohfahä perſons, Which" need 


yearely,ryvo hyndeed chouſand pounds to mdintaine hei 
all, * and inefrisur ones, reckoning but 26 1, a 
man, W | 


chers more. 


ne 
Whicher theſe warmes of Waſpes be of neoeſſary vſe 
in the ſpirituall Kingdome of Chriſt? 9 
Whether their Courts be teformative or deforniative? 
Whether there is any likelyhood, that their grole ab 
buſes of Gods Ordinances zin ſending out excommunica« 


tions, and their commuring of penance, &c. can pleaſe . 


God, to bring an holy reformarion?. 


Whether it can be probably imagined,that thoſeCourts: 


can refornie' others, who in phemfclves are fo'corgpe and 
mereenary, and will employ ſuch baſe and lewd compani- 


ons in a ſpirituall buſinefſe, as be the Apprritors, Whom 


eicher they cannot, or will not teforme? 


„Whether cheir Count being taken away, as in mother 5 
. reformed Churches, their want ſhould be-bewailed, and 


their fetting vp againe be deſired? erect 
Whether the maſſe of mony which is ſpent by theſe ſo 
many thouſands, might not well be ſpared, and farrehet- 
| | H u e et: 


Ne bumble Petition. 


Mat theſe Courts Geinon tonger permitted to tale i 
1% way thouſand preſentments every halfe yeare, 


bine ty 


— . INE 


en many have 100 1, a yeare, ſome 200 l. 0: | 


— 
— 


— 
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— 


e 
— — poo Ts 4 


ene ly to malt ſuch gaine if the people; as they dee, for they . 
reforme no mens 2 ut plague their puren 
That ſeme other way might be conſidered of agreeable 
to Gods Ward, and the godly pratiiſe of other Churches, 
for Jußpreſſios of vice, and the maintenance of vertus in 
every Pariſh, 5 | „ 
That their lewd Apparitours, ſo mam, and ſo many 
be not long ſnffred. * | 
T hat in their Courts their proceedings may be open to 
the hearing ef al, and thas they lap not vp buſineſſes in ſe. 
eret, as their manner i to ſbut their Conſiſtory doore,where 
they dee as they pleaſe with delinquenti. | 
| That they delay not men in their Courts, forcing and 
vexing poore men to come very often, before chey ean bee 
di[mifſed; a grievoms u tien to needy labouring men. 


* 


Szcr ion III. 


Ck Of the MEAHET $0 fupport their Prela· 


ticall greatneſſe. 5 


Theſe have their Lordly Pallaces, and great houſet. 
They have their Eceleſaaſticall digai ties, and Spirituall 
Offices and hat doe thereto belong. | 

They have their Baropries, and the ample revenues 
thereof, © | 
Vis & moins, fuch is their Income, as it cannot but 2. 
metint te an hundred (befides their adherents which in all 
amounts to fours hundred thouſend pounds or therea- 
bouts)and 46 thouſand pounds per annuum, if not more, 
fo much their greatneſſe comes vnto, as the State of a 
King may be ſupported nora little therewith, 

CIO | P e Da- 


whether the trud Officers of the Church need fo much 


% 


to beare vp their traine? 


Whether Chrilt be betrer ſerved by them, or follo t 


ol them? | 


* 


Whether their ftudies are mere bent to advanes the : 


Churches Spirituall good : 


Whether are the more ſequeſtred wo the wayes of 
God, to attend Gods ſerviee, the reformation of ill mens 
 kve;, the ſetting forward thoſe that are good iy the pathes 


of grace? 


Whether doe they take the more time to apply them 
ſelves to faſting, to praying, to preaching and deiag 


werkes of piety, and workes of charity? 


Whether dee they not rather intrude into ſecular af- 
faires, and into State buſineſſes, to the diſgrace of tha 
Nobles and Gentrie of the Land, and the peace 


thereof. N 
Whether are they mere bold againſt 


preſſe it in all ſorts; or are they not thereby the 
more Lordly minded to beare vp themſelves, and to 
«ruſh all chem chat juſtly finde fault with whit is amiſſe 
in them? ä 


Whether are tkey not hereby his 


ar) f 
WN 


finne; to (i 


zher from controle; 


and leſſe ſubjec̃t te any cenſure, both they, and ſuch as 


depend upon them? 


Whether may not the King pare them, as well as did 
blefſed Queene Elisabeth, ſome of them in her dayes; 
or az King Henry did the Lord Abbots, and Lord Priers 


with all their ſupetfluus mcanes : For 
men, and ſo arc theſs, nd not of God. 


C 2 


chaſe were of 


T he 
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The huxble Petition. 
"Hat ther bemadetochange their. Palaces for Perſo- 
Honſes, there to keepe Hoſpitality, and to feed. 


the geoplt with the.werd.ofdife 


hat their Baronri 


a * * hah 4 ; ' 4 I 
es be taken from them, and ſo. the 


&oraly title, andinotibe ſuffred to fit any more in Parlia. 


ment, as Lords there, 

- , Thatthein thouſands he re 
ſo-thein Off cant ani ve tinue made fewer, : What need 4 
erue Þ aſtour he ſe pampebus and Lordly great, to doc this 
Chriſt, in preaching, and in viher Spirituali 


O ffice for 


duties. SE 


1 * 


7 
0 
2 


— 


& *.4 i 


duced to 7 ome. hundreds, and 


— — 


„ 


E 


Of the prelaticall Rule and Government. 


* —— 


Sner tex. IV. 


Their rule is partly after the Canoti Law, yet in force, 


Tue ends which they doe ayme at are, 


* 


and partly after their one framed Canons and Articles, 
and not according to Gods Word- | 

The manner of their ruling is Lordly, and alon 
inferiour Courts, and in the high commiſſion Court, cheir 
power is vnlimitted, Citihg, examining, ſwearing, judge - 
ing, fining, and impriſoning, as they pleaſe, one ef the 
moſt inſufferable evils in this Kingdome. | 


e in their 


i 


k 
> 
* 


3 59 


I. To keepe vp their owne geatneſſe even by ea. 


cting Oathes for it; zsthe Oath of 
ence, and the late Oath in the new canons, 
II. Te held others in ſubjection vnder them, as they 
ba „ . N . like 


t canonicall obedi- 


T7 


all theſe meanes. 


@ 
bike beſt by ciring to their Courts by hally ſulpgnſons 


by riſh and very abuſive excommunieations,dee.  . 
III. Teenrich themſelves guthering exc money by 


1. By ordained Deacens, and Miniſters for money 4. 
1 by which they put vp, yearcly hundreds! of 
unds-, . 

II. By inſtituting and induRting perſons and Vicars, 
when benifices dee fall, and ſo ſcrapg together mu ch out 
of 9385 Livings, three pounds far every one uiis & mo. 
dis, Which in times cvine to many thouſands; - ., + |, 
III By making Rurall Deancs yearely (where they be): 
in every Deanry: And for the Oath taken; ſome pay 8.8. 
6. di or a Noble, but no benefit to the Deang at all, Nux te 


1 * X , © 7s , 


exgeute Biſhops Mandats... 
IV, By granting Lycenſes which oughe to be free. 
1 To benefieed men to pceack in their owne Cures; 
though at cheir ordinatipg they give hem authority to 
preach zyet may they not afterwards without f . for 
every Lycenſc;Looke.then how many lyecaſedficerchers 
cherebs{wherher chey peach or.no)ſo many 1 01,:i5 fad, 
ſuppoſe'there be in 92 85 Pariſhes but ſixe thouſand ot 
them, the ſumme egrameth to three thouſand; pounds. 
Thus they pay money to have leave to. difeharge. their 
higheſt duty of heir Ole, 72 0 off 00D 
2 To Curates, who muff, pay for af ycenſe toteidipray 
ers in ſome place; for a Lycenſe to preach, for a Lycenſe 
to keepe Schoale, vndoing poore beginners hefore they 
get any thing. n nin 15266, 15 on 
3 To Clarkes of a Pariſh to be Clarke, 11: 
4 To Phyſitians to practiſe Phyſicke. 

3 To Mid wives to doe their Office, for they have s kill 
in all trade and profeſſions to gaine monex. 

s Jo parties which are to be married, without banes 

| 92 C 3 aſking, 


asking, and in times prohibited, and both for mency al; 
lowed, yet againſt L777. 
v. By abſolving after a raſh ſuſpenſion , after a pra- 
phaneExcommunioation, and beth for money. 
VI. By ag gravations, for ep. 
VII. By putting men to clecre themſelves by cath, 
with their Tompurgacours for money. . 
VIII. By impeſing Penance, which the richer may 
- commute for money, but the miſerable poore (doing 
their penance ) cannot bee freed from their Courts 
without money though they begge for it, but muſt 
Kand Excommunicated , and fo bee ſhut aut of the 
Church and given over ts the Devill, for non: payment 
of money. | | | 
IX. By willingly receiving any ſecret infarmation - 
(true or falſc) to ea Il any before them, putting them to 
the oath Ex officio to eatch them and make them pay 
money. | | 
X. By inrerdifting of Churches and whole Congre- 


* 


ney. | 
XII. By prebates of Wills, and by granting Letters 


of Admigiftrattens; CORD | 
XIII. By ſutes abont Tithes, end long delaying there. 
= much money is fpent of others, but gotten by 
them. | ES | 
And thus a maſſe of money is ſeraped together of them, 
to the great vexation of his Majeſties Subſects, eſpecially 
of the meaner fort. << 


5 Qx xxx. 8 | 
Whether ſuch à rule and authority, by ſuch Canont, 
' rn * in 


05) 

in ſacha manner, and for ſuck ands, can appro * 

God, or any longer ſuffered of men? * | Wan 

Whether this bee not to make money of Gods holy 

Ordinances, and to gaine by ſinne ? what hope of a blei- 
fing can there bee by ſuck a baſe Kinde of Ecclefiatticall 
pecuniarie governing? os | 

__ Whether it bee not 55 and juſt co ſqueiſe ſuch Spunges, 
and ravenous haypies,by finding out their illegal courſes, 


* 


and puniſhing them ? 


— 


T be humble Petition. 


152 they may not rule by. the Cannon Law, which 
net i in ferce (e farre at it toucheth not the Kings 
Supremasy) nor by their owne deviſod Canons , bus by 
Gods word, and by ſuch Canons as agree with the word, 
and gre made With the full conſent of the Convecation, 
aud confirmed by act of Parliament. 99 
That in raling they Lord it not. alone, but that they 
fit with learned godly and grave Aſſiftants keeping with- 
i the bounds of the Lawcs , doing neither contrary to, 
nor beſides them, nor yet diſpenſe with any, 4 they doe 
Jer marrying without banes. aſking, and in times pra: 
hibrted, . n 470,216 TORY IA 1 
That they keege not their Courts in their owng names, 
nor [ond out procefſe, [nmmons, Citations , nor  procecd 
to cenſure in their owne Names or Stile, nor w/e oncly 
their owne Seale of Office, and Armes as they doe, thereby 
denying their power to be derived from the King, this i. 
an vnſufferable uſur pati. 
That they be made to acknowledge their authority not 
to be divine, but humane, from the King, as hath hereto« 


eenc ſally acknowledged, | 
fore been fully ackpowleagea, _ 


(16) 
T bat the power of th ebi hb Commiſſion in miniſtring the 
Oath Ex Offieio'be 1 2 7 as alſo in all other infe- 
riour Courts, and that il may be a limited power wonder 


Ta, in all the protit dings inciting, examining, judge- 


ing. ning and e e f the complaint of God 
Mini tert aud vt bert, aß vor ſtill cry alowd in the Lords 
eares, to bring domne wrath:Who can but pity with teares 
of blond, tie infaffrrable miſerj of Mr, Peter Smart of 
Durham, far prtur hing againſ eitlyg up of Images. and 
Altars, the ſevere bandling of Ar Sorgen ey Mr. 
Crowder; miuiſtert and many others, = et > 
That by their high authority they may not be ſuffred to 
hinder ſuch as be troubled from taking the benefit of Re. 
gall courſes to helye themſelves, pa neither 7udges . wor 
Lawyers be made ſo to fenre, as the one 7755 dare not frre- 
ly pitua forehem, vf the other judge bat vith fare, 4 
%% ͤ ͤ T 
"That ſeting they are ot her wiſe ſufficiently provided for, 
they make not ſuck wicked g aive in making and inftitu- 
ting Mini ſtert in giving Lycenſes „ 1 impeſing Penance, 
in al folvixg all the reft before named, to the great rie- 
vaiite of his Maieſtiet Jubi cis, robbing them of a e, 
ſurie of mony and making ſale of Godt oly Ordinances s 
Ir there Jymeuie in buying a bexefice, and none tn Living 
money for the uſe e Sui gifes 7 OOO. 
That they make no encreathments vpon the Subie d: 
liberties, a they dos, proved fall 55 the Anthor of the 


Previate. 


— < wnas edt 


\ Sserton. 


c 


Su . v. 
0 f W E relatical Vifitations. 


Na are 222 __ for aun. 


10 2425 ies 


Theſe — mo pay for their books of Artieles 
_ yeare( — the very. ſante ) and for other things, 


2 ould doe) ee — {which 


— to 1058. an. 28 bel Chappels, which be 


- hers and there many. f 


OT; 1. 1125 ror 


920 5 k: 
h,ifchey haye. nom. . 
Rand piy for vote Letters of Orderg, 
e ny. th a ik 


8 ed fog 25 llowe 


= deem Behle ed the Biſho 4 Tl piece,tothe 

Gentleman Apparitour 8, but the abler fort xij ß. 
Laſtly, ſometimes che Biſhops crave Benevolenco,as the 

occaſion is, but the mals choy'wilh ſor downe, 

I cheſe ay fa ſchabtents a ty 


the Arc 41 in che Biſhops yas, 


PT; III ciao 4102 | 
If hey wont Licenfes to ed Nene MY gebe 
then coy payt for chem» The : 

n 


(180 5 
Then for ſhewing their Letters of orders, ſo that in 9283 
Pariſnes, the ſumme will. ariſe ko ſome thouſands of 
ounds. g "If b ; I,” N | 
77 kus they doe at Archbiſhops Viſitations, but when an 
Archbiſhop comes newly to Vorke, the Parſons and Vi- 
Cars a never ſo poore under him, give him a tenth 
of their living for a benevolence to hel pethe Archbiſhop 
ts ſectle himſelfe in 5or 6 thoufand pounds a yesre, Which 
extorted benevelence, if not paid him of the pooreſt Vi. 
 car,the Reverend Father ous of his mercifulneſſe, will pit- 
tifully aſfli him in his Court, 109 dhivcrtuo3 
rb Joo Jand 31003 16 yg 205bt.i nile) eld 
II. 4rchdeatons Fiſitations. . 
| | Theſe'be twiſeayeare, here the Churchwardens doe 
as before. © ni Heins, , 0% 43470 : RN 


Li, ee The Miuiſters pay. 0 Hit 
iin 44 * 


n 


2 a 
220 


fy 


which fummes are not alike to all, ſome pay '5 f, ſome 
F 6} <3: = 15239 1 2 are 197101 
At Atichaimis whey pay procurations, ſome 7 5..ſom 
ro some left bat er Mages, chat Miniſters pay yearely 
at Viſitations throughout the. Land , 4055 25 uſand. 
pounds fomeredkon ert, „ 
4.123.252 tort vets 2.704. 4 efl; z,, 'G.. 
3 Aud mat . all ibu for: aud ti 0113549 
To call every Miniſter hy name; and to pay as is a- 
fore ſaid. Zi ti . 17 
2 To call Churehwardens, Queſtmen, Sidemen, or Poſts 
(as ſome name them) to take their Quhes, | to make pre- 
bentments chgt men ny be brought igt cheir Courtsite 


. Yet money, d 
| QVanzks, 


* 
4 
6 VF 
* 


oe 


(400 
51 ws \ i Ovens: Nh 75 ; 

W Hither theſe Viſitatious be after God or man 7 | 

' — Whither any can be hereby bettered by them eicher 
for life or doQtrine 7 „ * 4 
Whither any reformed Churches. keepe ſuch kind of 
Viſitations and ſuck a manner of viſiting : 
Whurher theſe be werthy of ſo many thouſand pounds 
for calling ſuck viſitations d I . 
itherſuch meetings hee warthy the aſſembliag to- 

gether of ſo great a numberof the Clergie; and Lai y?) 
The number out of 928 5 Pariſhes, to wit, one Miniſter 
beſides Curates, and 4 men, Churchwardens, and Side - 
men, ox Poſts, heſides 2 in every Chappelryare above 45 
thouſand at one viſitation, and both the number double is 
go o, where it they. expend alike xijd. a man, for dinner 
and horſemeate, as uſually they doe, the ſumme doth ariſe 
in both the viſitations throughout the Land to 4000, and 
Joo. pounds y care. enn | 
Why ſhould men caſt away ſomuck money yearly;yeare 
by.yeare for upholding them in ſuch vaine Y ifitations; 
injurious to others, and onely gainefull co themſelves ? 


x - 
7 1 1 
— — == — . * 


> Su i S> > 


i.» 1 * *”" * > 1 5 5 9221 2 * * 2 — * 1 * 
1 . of 0 s > {I . * 
The humble Petition. 3 
n , » „„ + > @* « + * , + % i» $4 © « 
tis « . I 12 228 N : k 


* * 


g des me way may betaken y to make more w/efull 

theſe Viſitations, in calling together fo many thous 

Niudr, than thus enely to fill their purſes oo > 
That neither the Biſhops, nor Archdeavons be permitted 


to frame Articles,ſo unlawfally our of the Canons, with 


ſundry of their owne additions, as may appeare by compa» 


' ring ſome of their Articles with the Canons, which every 


Pariſh is bound to have, and ſo need none of their Artivler. 
_— That 


(29) ; | 

t threeſrore aud fourteeus thouſand men be not con. 
ft — to — —— thouſand oaths 
yt arelyu theydac, $0: ther ſomles. ien anithau Fee 
Arivigncesd: (1d —π⏑¹ e gd (re TTL | 

For, Bk. 99 fie in perlen. : 

I. Not anyyloG. non an lierpe er in | 
alloffences, fauks, defaulrs and orimes ( — all Kang 
aentioned an e numerous Articles, and inde are 
themſelves , which breach-- of oats goerh chrouigh the 
whals Land endghevery wich yore ——— 
II. If mien ſhould preſent for-offeaces,faulry,and crimes, 
every.ching according to every Article, ther chey curſedl 
fweate —— r ſinnes, offences, fault, a 
erimes, whiefu before the Almighty God ate hone, as for 


, ©» 


A Advnifter ta preath i his owne' charge without 4 
Lycenſe; er in a Clare. 2 . . a 
. 4 Father at Bapti/me:to offer to the Minifter his owne 
Cbild,and vndertake for the Infants. education,” and ſ 
prevent ay high preſſemption of others who may be. wir. 
weſſes but not vudertakers,. promipug for the Chili tha 
which they-neither can: nur ever intend to dos, | 

Some going to another Pariſh to bear: Sermons (which 
at 1 are exborted onto) when they have none 
at home. WALL ten: * 

Some meeting together to read the Scripture, and good 
'Bookes.: allewid-to: beg printed, to fag P/almes and 
pray together. 1 | : LA | 8 

A poore man aud in need to werłę upon an olyday- for 
05 las peeve family, | gt | f 
. 4 e Miniſter ora Deacon having .unworthily taken 
thoſe callings pon them to leave the ſame upon trouble of 
Conſcience, becanſe they find themſetver to be' utterly vs © 
fhhand to betakechemelves to ſome moro fit conrſe of life. 


Vim many miles, when he uw but ts 2 
. 


(1) 
Owe for having bis H Ota; > 
Another for not ſtanding vp at the Cad; 7 1 for 

mot bowing,or not putting the Hat off (which-rhe y. — — not 

have on)more at. ele Jaa ns, thas 4 Logd aud 

—_ _ eek Bhs 

Theſe and other ſuch like, ES 255 

2 ſavor tooff epcerafomiteatnd 3rimes before God. Au yer 

Chace ler 227 0 Sidemen doe ſe, 1% the-- e 
ee of; then ome ſontets 

Qb.t Us. Hake picy of chic. their 1 jmeg and ſinful 


eme bringing 4 curſe vpon them, 

Thas > 4 Biſhop in bis Viſit ationa doe goe abroad to viſit, 
aud not force all Miuiffers aud many old men, ” come to 
many, 
for this'ts a making of themrto viſit him, a . 
But all is 10 ſpare his owno paints and his owne purſe, that 
what be gets at ſueh Viſtationt, may be bis withows any 


e Prevident . Pretates, 


« . » 4 X 
222. — . — 24 * 4 1 . * 9 * 4 
L * ——— A — 
. _ = 


2 — 


Szcrion,VI, 


_ Ofely Prelazicall .Chutches.. 


Turunen Churches heſides their priyate 


pels exe cke — 


Jogiata.Chu Churchts,. 


Dopendents.au thiſh are. 
6 great, Deanes, next unto Biſhops with. chir attene- 


| 8 Servants. 


non Reſidents, and Prebendaries. = 
54.098 ＋ | The. 


() 


The reſt alſo are many hundreds. 
Their Vicars. 
1 —— 2 Cherilers — | 
inging men an es r ; 
As . Oranke y 3 ee 
_ pellers and Epiſtelers. | 
Luger „ and w oelſe appertaine' to. able ia | 
1 aternity. * 
An 100. or 260. thouſand runde yeately i in Lands re ents, | 
Leaſes ad n profits e ter 


by b = Qs. 


Hike ſuch idle Danes are worthy: of 0 much for 
es ſervice{uch as it is? 
Whither leſs Cbriſt cannot be. better ſerved with 
farrelcile coſt, and better pleaſed 7 
 Whitherall cheſe thouſands might not be better em: 
ployed te greater good in the training up ofthouſands in 
divine an umälse N ; | 


= —— 


As thus, | 
I. That never a Deane havezny Paſtoral! charge,but be 
continual reſident at the Cathedrall Church, being a 
a/ and learned Dottour,there to read twife or thiige a 
wetke a Divinity Le&ure,andinterpterthe Scriptures, , 
II. Thar all the Canon refidents be alſo Without Pa- 
ſtorall Charges, and that they. be learned: grave, and gods 
ly Divines, or elſe others iti their esd, choſen our of the 
Univerſities to aſſiſt che Doctour Deanei in „ and about 
Spiritual atid divine exerciſes, dayly to Rudy core ver | 
fies, caſes of conſeience,and ſome ſpeciall eras of 'divint- 
ty, &c. that otker Wer in i the e may = 
thither 


a” ww 


. 
= 
; 
t 
: 
4 
: 
- 


* 2 
fr blind for becerialormuriono? judgment, 
77757 thall-requi 
That the — part -of the teſt of the Prebendaries 
* turned into ſpeciall ſelected Schollers, Graduats out 
. of cicher:Yvizex/itiegluch is for naturall gifts, their lear- 
ning in tongues and Arts, and ꝓious diſpoſition by grace, 
dor give very good hopes; ro begonpe good Divines', and 
lere trayned vp vnder the Deane and the ot he: Divino 
8 for the Miniffery, \ 
„ IV. That 5 ef che ben TEA be alotred to y len- 
n men, to beeome Schoslemaſters to teach Scholler. 
255 very Saboslemaßter ta be accurately ſkilful ſ iu one 
f Art, and ſecondly to have ability withall to reach: the ſaid 
eri ta bis Schollers with fo ome ſpeed... 
$19 Þ I To teach comrite very faire. 
| 2 To teach Muſicke. 
3 To teach Grammar onely, 
The 1 4 To teach Rhetorieke. 
5 Jo teach Poetry. 
| 6 To teach the Greeke tongue. 
7 Te teach the Hebrew. | | 
That their Sehollert may come thus furniſhed to the 
. Vniverſities ere to learne Lo gick and other Arts, and to 
take the degrees of Scholes." . 
Every Maſter muſt make toms the aptneſſe ind 
« unte wardneſſe of every Scholler; that the Maſder may not 
"be troubled with uncapable Boyes. 
V. That the Yicars, Peticanons ,; ſuging men and 


| eh the reſt, bee turned into Sehollers, ingenious 


Laddes, pickt out here and there from among meane mens 
Children, to bee brought up under the aforenamed 
Schoolemaſters, to be after ſent to the Vuiverſitias, and 


ing chere by ſome of the Revenues belonging — 
F — 
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che Cathafals,: charſs.chay may betabem bene KF they - 
and brought hs 
pou 45 _— a N — plans | 


By all cheſe in the Cathedral Churches; Beds pubs 
licke worſhiſhip, Morning and Evening mightbe: perfor- 
"And by chis pious nnd pſi@blereanſſoramtion of 
A this | 
Cathedrals. , 


1 When any Beneficefalls void, .hicher may the hi 
trones come for a learned arid fia, eiking Hig 


choifes - © 
2. If any Paſtotr heppen to be Rebe or hive juſt 


"OCCh» 


— to be abſent, hither my defend for one to fupply his i 


laee for preaching and prayers, till he be well or return 
W 
Wire this fo happily done „ who conldbue ppprove 
thereof, if godly an wiſe koarted. | 


_ — 8 2 — 
— 
rr n * 1 


The boat F. dies.” 


Hat the 22 revenues belonging "aus Cathe- 
; drals, beemployed to:ſome ſich g gol vſe, 
* 1 — ofthe State a dre rogers river ad. 
Uancement of Gods glory; lau entReliginerhaninen 


they le. 
eedleſſe Frebenilarior . 


— 

allowed, nor te wy vp ſo great umme us ome dus, for 
wg 2.0" 3 Serowone @ yearegither by:rbewſabver,or 

by ſomeather, lr bar. era e- e FP 

4 , \ 

Thaur be ſo eee ſo man) gifer of Livings _ the band If, 8 | 

Dit, Daauet, Archdeau- — 4 "26 eie 

zen theresf then they commun con 


yy en a 


geprived and impriſoned. 


4. my, 2 17348 * 38 * 
2118 412 n 56 463 3t l 4 
8 * 7 1 
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32 ſerviee, is the Cathedrall ſeivIce7 


and from a corrupt tranſlation of holy Scriptures, and o- 


©. Inan unedifying fi pipingor Organs, | 
. 3. In ſuperſtitious erin ing to the name JeSTSs, to- 
a a Load 


; | VAR. 

+ Whether ſuch a Service booke (as the Papiſt Briffow 
called ir, an apiſſi imitation of rhe Maſie) be well plea- 
ſing unto God? * 

Why we ſhould vpholò ſuch Service, which nouri- 
ſheth a bare reading Miniſtery, nufles people in igno- 
— and which nd reformed. Churches have received 
ii ford els vip he tet 1 SE 

' Why is it not ſuffered-to he reforined, in ſuch things 
as havs beene witneſied againſt fromthe beginning of re- 
formation, and for the retormations whereof, thouſands 
have petitioned, many hundreds have been ſuſpended, 


Why 


— no 4 

Why is it that no and will be put to the miſery of ſuch 
who 10 men of eee and 3 . 
knowes, to live in peage, feeing now a Whole Kingdome 
refuſeth it, aud Har wich the danger of their vtter vn: 

doing. 0 F Ae 3 7 & . * 5 , — , * 5 


» 


0 
, * 


[ , 7 
; 2. 43 CG. $LY 101 + © 


I [The bumble; Petitions 
T ſuch a Liturgie might bee framed, as may bee 
1. freed from cerruption, and in ſueh a forme 45 may 
have. no reſemblance to the. Romiſh ſervice , for by 
this Papiſts are but hardened and. other fall 4. 
ay | | 
That noCeremonies be ordained, but what may be found 
to agree with all the Apeſtles rules, made for the w/e of 
things indifferent, | 3 1 2 
That the vſe ef them be free, and net rigoronſly imp · 
ſed, nor the failing otherwiſe of painc full and peaceable 
men to conforme in ſome things, be more ſeverely looked 
after, and puniſhed more ſharp:ly, than the groſſe ener- 
mities of their conformitant Prieſts, © . 


; Su erioN, VIII. 


Of be Prolaticall Miniſterie. 


12 conformitant Prieſts ( ſothey now are called) 

which properly belong to this Prelaticall Church 

and come from curſed Rome, aro theſe; | 
1 Alldumbe Miniſters of which there be yet in the 

Land two or three thouſand, if not many more, 

2 All Pluralifts, of which there be very man) in ſome 

Dioseſſes 


ch 
d 
oe 
2 


1 ci Þ 
Dioceſſet 30, inf ſhould" ſome have t two e 
W; _ ores, wien 2 thave net ene. | 

All Nonraſidenes, — conruenty ee | 
urg. which have Commendanis: - k 


AAS dah: 8 ; 
Canen Reſidents in Smhedrdh 3 and — 
Prebendaries ſome. | 
Heads of fome Solledges. 
Domeſlicke Chaplain 

4 enn „ 40 
Vader Pluraliſts. I 


* 
ry * 

. e * 
218 12 \ 


Vnder Nonreſidents. 
Vuaden ſome due Daſiors, and, ons other Paton 40 


Viears, 
Vnder Liy and im impropring % Barſans.: 5 the number of 
Which are 380Þ and odde, in this Kingdemy, ; 


All idle Droances, monethly and quarterly. Pres- 
qhefs, ihe yg erhaps; ogco a 8 REC; ar 
a, at homa, Way eren en 4 

65 e migiſters, as alſo che meetpWorld:. 


4 lings, and Mammoniſts, of which ſoft there. be NO fewer, 


than ſome thouſands; -, - 
7 All Popiſtily affected. and all Arvoinianis may be ad- 


ted to theſe, to make vp theſe Locuſts;vader cen 


Abladdon and Apollyon. 
VARE. 
| Whether theſe be ſulferable i in any reformed Church of 


. Chriſt ? 


What care hath ina taken 3 ro refotme this ſe *: 


great wiekedneſſe and miſchiefe to Gods people +- 


How many thouſands periſh vader theſe ag * of | 
knowledge, are their bloud of no price with men, whom 


cChriſt hath pur chaſed with his owne blood? 


E 2 Ti. 


cv 948 . Hen: 
Hat e . rſs concerning theſ 
ſer mus — 14 4 againſt, from 
time to time, di/allo de Grd, at . all Chriftian Chur. 
ohe s ( ſeparated from theC arch of 0 f Rome hand 7 tolles 


rable in Chrift his Church, where he rat 4 by bis anne 
words in ine am ne ag ancer, u. hies hat — | 


| SzCTIeON IX. 
Of their Prelaticall 2 bn Vocation. 


I. This is a provinciall aſſembty, ſor the Provingeof 
Canterbury, which copſifts of the Archbiſhop, the Pre. 
{ident, o all the ether Biſhops vnder kim, Deane, 
Afthdexrconts With othirs, ard ef hexwo Miniſters cho, 
ſenc = of every Dyocelic,called the Clarkes of che Cons 

e Fugber d. 10 und dade- MS 

7 1 be choſen freely by che publickt 

conſent and voice of all che —— in every Diocelſes, 


3 


Bor the Pieter Senne e eee 
their Purpolez to-agke: 1058 3 

them & —_ feare, n. lechoiſe 8 Toy as 

& ought to 


II. That which i is intended to be done Foy is contri. 
ved and fiamtmmered in the keadef his archbiſhop, and 
me Few with im, to whictsthe- reſt of the fearefull 
_ " Biſkqps doe conſent. 

III. In the lower houſe, whe Prieſts, 8 Vicar 
thoſe Clarkes ſit there to gaze one on another, and to tell 
the Clock, Waiting for their Leſſens from cheir Lords, 
che Pretates,” > © 

There id p06 freedoutrof voyees, they dare not confult 
among themſelves to promote the cauſe of Chr, 2 to 
reform abuſes. $04 

The better ſore dre che feel and are, 3 
Eicher 


e 
Eicher overawed by thegreateft, %, 


- 


do as they bee made to conſent to the makin or ſuch 


Canons as they would not, and thefe are thruſt vpon us 
as the Conſtitutions of the Church of England. When 
its nothing ſo, but of a ſtrong faction ef Prelstes, and 
their adherents, who fer rhem forth; and obtruda them 
vpon us vnjuſtl7y. 8 

IV, The Canons they make are many, not a few of 
then to vphold their Prelaticall auehority, and vnappro- 
Vahle caurſes, many of them wichout wirrant from holy 
Scripture, e OO 
Some of them againſt Scripture, - _ 
dome of them Superſtitioufly Ceremonious: 
Some ot chem blind Canons, as theſe; 


I. Againſt Popery and Superſtition but they tell us not 


what Popery is, what Superſtition is. ; 

2 Againſt Sociniani/me, but without declring what 
that dammable hereſte is; almeſt every one of them nee. 
deth examination, and to be rectifiecd for the peace ofGods 
people, and che Churches edificatioſrt. 
Nete moreover, that in ſetting forth their ſo many Ca: 
nons , there be none charged againft Armianiſine, that 
Sami pelagias hereſie- None againſt the Prelates them - 
ſelves for their innovatiogg and exorbitancies, as if they 
could not erre, nor ever det amiſſe. 

Laſtly before they breake vp, they looke not to have 
their Canon ratified by Parliamerm, as they ought, but 
doe make themſelves as Clergie men, onely to bee the 
Church and not any elſe in the Land with them to be the 
Church; web ſhould nor by godly wiſe men bo digeſted. 
V. To the diffolving ef this their Convocation, they 
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2 To maks ie a Syped, without a ney call and Sum. 
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2 To give greas ſummes out ef all Parſons, and Vicars 
purſes, vnder the name of a bene volende, and yer rite 
every one at a certaine ſumme, as a ſubſidy; and that vn · 
der the penalty ot deprivation, and vrter ruine of then, 
rhat doe not pay, ſetting forth s Booke to this purpoſe, 
which they will that Lay men ſhould not fee, * 

VI, After ſome ſpace of tie. 
1 They collect Articles every Biſhiop in his Dioceſſe, 
and every Archdeacon, in his Archdeaconry out of thoſe 
Canons, which Artieles they impoſe vpon all Church- 
wardens and Sidemen, and by them to preſent vpon 
vath. pn ets If . 

Then ifany thing happen to beeome queſtionable, tou · 
ching the Canons or other things, for and about their 
Church, their Serviee, and Ceremonies every Biſhep in 
his Dyeceſſe doth take vpon him to give a ſenſe, and in. 
ter ꝑretation as he pleaſeth, on which we mufereft,chough 
they be never ſo abſurd, and not take the words as they 
be in the Letter, till there be an ether Convocation 
to decide the queſtion and doub ariſing, as they ought 
to doe ʒ and if men be not ſatisfied, ' they labour to gane 
the hel pe of Royall authority by ſome publicke Deelarati- 
on, to make good what they ſay and doe, and fo lappe vp 
all vader the authority of the Church. 


QVvzx 1. 


Whether ſuck a Convocation can juſtly be approved? 

Whether ſuch Canons comming forth are to bee held 
che Canons of the Churah of Euglana? | 
 Whetherthey be of all to be ſubmitted vnto ; before 
they be confirmed by act of Parliament? 8 

Why more Canons are added, and not rather che other 
reformed ? e ae f ba 


Why 


1 GD 
Why chey cftabliſh and countenance all their decrees 
ſo as if they were of an vachangeable nat ure ordained 


without crrour, and naceſſarily vſefull, ever and every 
where. | | 5 


2 he bumble Petition. 


Tat his Majeſtie, the Noble Lords, the worthy Com- 
1 12915 of the houſe of Parliament, would carefully 
ſee that the Convocation be gathered lawfully, that voy- 
ces be free thereingwithout ever-awing power, that nothigg 
be there decreed, but with a ſerious examination,and full 
conſent of the houſe, and not be permitted io paſſe with- 
ont an alt of Parliament, (1 

Fer if this kindof Convocation, aud their ſueh pro- 

ceedings , . have beene., be ſuffred to paſſe, they will 
Lord it over vs fill, and iu the Church there will never 
be peace. | | | | 
Oh conſider how in the Parliament they have been pro. 
valent over their equals and letters, in the Convocation 
then they muſt needs domineere over all their wnderlings, 
on whom they can avenge themſelves afterwards, if they 
find any wiſely and with conrage, to have affronted and 
weſed any of their intents aud purpoſes, F | 


SzcrIon, 
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of the great and manifold evils of the Pre- 
laticall Governdars, 


2 beare vp themſelves mightily by their Revenues 
and Baronties, ſtrengthening themſclves in their 
pompe, and in their pride, to overtop whom they liſt. 
They beeome as great Peeres of the Land, and fir in 
Parliament with them checks by joole, to affront all the 
Noblcs of the Kingdome, to beare downe the houſe of 
ommons, aud perhaps to procure the diſſolving of Par: 
liaments, to the grent difturbanec of the whole Kingdome 
apd State. | r 
They have raifed vp a bellam Epiſcopale, to daſh. (- 
Kingdomes one apainft another, to the edding of muck 
blood, if God in mercy prevent it not PEEP 
They keepe vp a Romifl; Hierarchie among us, full ob 
corruption Which they ſuffer not to be reformed. 
They vphold the forenamed ſinfullPrelaticall nd rieſt . 
ly Clergy, fo as thoſe their Prieſts be confax mahle ta all 
their rites and Ceremenies, they may in a wanner live 
as they liſt,” and be ſupported againſt all choſe that ſhall 
attempt their reformation. 5 
They are pleaſed with the peoples ig norance, aud their 
contentedneſſe, reſting in a long read (ervice without bet - 
ter inſtruction, holding reading ta be 18g and prea - 
ching no part of divine ſervice, that ſo ſuch ſilly peo. 
ple might be nufled in groſſe blindneſſe, periſhing for 
lache of knowledge, N | 


They 


| þrophanin gt 


Cod -. 


I ' They ſuppreſſe Lectures and Sermons in the afterncene 


and allow no queſtions in Catechizing, but onely ſuch as 


be in the very common Catechiſme much hindering iii · 


creaſe of knowledge. ; 
They will permit no Miniſter to preach,or to expound 
in his own Pariſh without paying fora Licenfe,for which 
when he hath paid, they never care whither hee preach 
or no. | : a 
They will allow none of the people to ſecke for in- 
ſtruction, when they want it at home , ner yet preſſe the 
1 che diſcharge of his duty, but trouble o, 
ers. Er | „ | 
** They never trouble any Miniſter for neglett of bis 
duty in preaching. Bur diligent preachers they have a 
julous eye over, and are ready to take an occaſion to vexe 


them as not for theiy turne. | 


They ſinfully trouble thouſands of Churchwardens 
and Sidemen, making them ſwenre to their Articles, which 


. cannot be obſerved. 


hey hinder prohibitions, ſtop the courſes of Law, 
and terrifie both Lawyers and Judges. 30g 

They dare to fine and impriſon without Law, going 
beyond all Spirituall power, yea, the Lawes of our Land. 


They have ever beene plotting to enſnare Chriſts Rain 


Faſt Miniſters, that they might roote them us. 
. They preſſed upon them ſubſcription, and. Cere- 
monies, and ſo caſt out very many. eat 
II. They urge the oath ex officio, and by this they have 
undone nota fe Ww. | 3 | 
III. They procured the reading of the Declaration for 
Le Sabbath our Lords day,and hereby many 
were ſuſpended, excommunicated, and ſome deprived, 
IV. When they faw, that all theſe things would not 


bring to paſſe their intended miſchicſe,they lately framed 
e F 


a wicked 
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a wickedOath,to be tendered to all Gods Miniſters, which 
Whoſoever would not.take,ſhould be ſuſpended firſt, and | 
after deprived. 1 
Laſtly, to make up the meaſure of their evils, they havg 
illegally given aSubſidie to be extorted from us, under 
the name of a benevolence, which whoſoever ſhall refuſe 
to pꝛy, is utterly undone according to their mercileſſe de. 
cree in a book publiſhed, which now they are loath ſhould 
ſee the light, and be read of any judicious, and religious 
Lay men. | 

They are the cauſe of the Divifion'and Separation a» 
mong us, by their Lordly rule, their rigour in exacting 
conformity,and their cruell dealing with ſuch as doc net 
obey their Lordly wills. 

They ſuffer Papi and nouriſh 4rminiess in the be: 
ſome of cheir Church, to the diſturbance & danger of chę 
true Church of Chriſt, and this whole ſtate, "3 

They allow to vaine people Kevils, heatbenifh vari. 
ties, pnebriftian meetings. and that on the Lords day to 
prophane it, and have procured a Declaration for the rea. 
ding of this Licentious liberty in oy Church, and ſuch 
Miniſters as refuſed, they did (uſpendgexcommunicate,and 
ſome they deprivedsThe like never heard of in any Church 
ef Chriſt. | 

They will have bowing te Altars, and yet permit noto · 
rious offenders, yea Theeves and Murtherers condemned, 
(if they have gotten pardons ) to come to the holy Sacra - 
ment, before ſatiſfaction be given to the Congregation; 
yea drunkards, blaſphemous S wearers, infamous Adulte- 
rer s, and other vile perſons may receive, and not be debar · 


red, if they can ſatiffie their Courts, and free themſelves 


from thence, though they doe not manifeſt their repen · 
tance to the Congregation, eating and drinking the holy 
Sacrament unworchily to their owne damnation, a pro · 


Phaneneſſe 
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prophaneneſſe much to be lamented. They hunt after 
greatneſſe, not for goodneſſe but for gaine,& to withſtand 
all good meanes of reformation, and all the wayes of re- 
dreffiag their corrupt courſes, much to the hinderance of 
the growth in religion, and of mens more religious cons 
een and walking with God. 5 
Ee _ Ovanmn, 

, Whither theſe evils arenor ſuch as may force all pious 

men to lay them to heart, and to ſeeke that they may bee 

moved, as farre as they are able, to the utmoſt, that wee 

may be freed from their unjuſtifiable courſes and grievous 

wrongs © | A 

Whither we ſhould not endeavour to introduce that 

which may better the Eceleſiaſticall government, and 

bring chis Prelaticall power within bounds, and our ſelves 

from che intolerable Burthen thereof. 


I Hat for theſe ſo many great and grievous evilr, they 
Tas be queſtioned — to reforme, or elſe bee 
cenſured and puniſhed ; For, 14 
They never had poſſeſſion peaceably, but they have beene, 
1 Prayed agaiuſt for a long time, Es 
2 Preached agaiuſt by man y. IE | 
3 Written-againft by manj, on this ſide, and beyond the 


7 
— 
m 


Sear, © | 


4 Teſtifed againſt hy ſuffering ſuſpenſi on, e xcommuuicat 


bon, depri vation, open puniſbme ni, to the cropping of earet, 
fitting of the N oſe,ſlanding on the Pillory impriſonment, 
aud ſome have ſuffered death, h ck 
ß Withſtood by the ig 

2. 
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And what now remaineth, but for their evils to bee cen · 
demmned by the honourable and happy 4ſſembly in Þ arliaz 
ment. ; | < 

That a better way of government might be thought 
of, after the wiſedome of God in men, tending uot to the | 
ſubverſion of Eccleſafticall government but to moderate 
rhe now Governonri,eaſe the Land of exceſſe Charges, rid 
our ſelves of thefe vnſufferable evils, weaken the King. 
dome of Satan, ad dance the glory of Chriſt, and procure 
our owne peace and bappineſſe, 
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A ſhort draught of Church 


Government. 


* 


| 1. In every Pariſh, 


Hat there be a meeting of choiſe men, for wiſedome 
gravity,and love of Religion, to wit, Elders, and O. 
verſcers of the poore,in other Churches called Deacons, 
the number more er fewer,as the place ſhallrequire, 
Theſe with their Paſtour to come together as often az 
ſhall be judged fit, at a ſet time and place, oncea Moneth, 
o looke unto all within the Parifh, concerning their reli- 
gion, their honeſt behaviour, and peaseable demeanure, 
and to {ee all abuſes reformed, according to the word of 
God, and according to the good and Ecclefiaftieall lawes, 
which ſhall be preſeribed unto them. 

This will free us from all weckely corrupt Courts, and 
free the people from all burthenſome expences, and not 
fu fer ſinne to raigne as it deth in every Gonvocgtion, 
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2. Is every Diviſion or Cirewis. 


That there be a Presbytery ol choſen Miniſters N 4 | 
| heſt learned, the graveſt, and the godlyeſt men, to fit with 


the Superintendent or preſident. 2425 
The meeting to be appointed at a certaine time and 
place ones a quarter, and in every meeting anew Election 
to be freely made, of thoſe that ſhall be of thePreaby ter y. 
| Theſe are to ſec how ths government is to bee obier - 
ved in Pariſhes , how Miniſters and Overſeers dee di: 
charge their duties: at this meeting Miniſters gifts are to 
be ſhewed and tryed, that ſuck as come thither may bee 
edified and inſtructed. | RET 


711. In every County. 


That the Biſhop be a Paſtour over a partieular Congrea 
ion, reſident and painefull there,and with himour of 
the ſoverall Circuits be ehoſen a cercaine number to beg 
kis aſſiſtants in this Aſſembly, once every halfe yeare, 
. Inthis to ſee how every presbyterie with the ſuperin- 
tendents or preſidents doe demeane themſelves, to ſec of 
fences in them punifhed without all partialicy, * 
Here worthy Miniſters to be vrdaineEand without ves 
elt of perſons : and here the unworthy to be judged and 
cenſured, they ſhall deſerve,and the reſt eorburaged. 


FV. In every Provinceg. . 
That there be a Provinciall Synod gathered once a 
yeere of Paſtarall Biſhops, godly and learped ſuperinten- 
dents or preſidents, and ont ef.every Coungy, certaine 
learned and grave Dives bela the number co be 
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ecording to the Circuits in every County. 

In this to lapke jato County Alſemblies ; and to ſee 
chat all things be well ordered according as they ought to 
be, thats Biſhopt, ſuperintendents or preſidents, demeane 
themſelves aright, or elſe to enqure a cenſuro as well as 
others. | Sg 

V. In the whole Nation, 

Thar a generall Aiſembly Nationall be gathered once 
in-3 yeare,ofehof en men, to conſult for the generall good 
of all. , ro make Canons, and to eftabliſh Eecleſiaſticall 
government. ' | | 

« * Of the Exvellency of thu Government, 

I. It may ſtand with a Monarchy, for what is here that 
juſtly can be ſaid ro kinder it ? - 
II. ſe takes off all Prelaticalf Lordly tyranny for every 
part is ſubordinate to another, the Parochial meeting to 
che Superintendent and his Presbytery, this Presbytery to 
the County Aflembly, this Aſſembly to the Provinciall 
dy nod, and this to che Nationall Convocation. N 
"IL. Fe NS Biſhops and Paſteurs to their Spiritual 
function, and- ſuffers them not to intermeddle in Civill 
and worldly affaires. | 

© IV. It ſets up a learned and preaching Miniſtery, and 
caſtzour. the before mentiened Prelaticall deſtreying 
Clergi e. 8 3 1 

| A. b furthers the power of Religion, in Families, 
Villages, Townes, Cities, in Yniverfitier, and in princes 
Palaces. 5 - | 
Vl. It's Chriſts government, and cafic yoke, freein 

Gods people from great payments, as hath before becne 
named, from alfche gorruptions of the Courts, which all. 
the Landidoth groane under, from that cruell Oath . ex 

Feen“ hat Unlumireeiugh Commilſion grievous to 
orne -- 1 9 4q EO Bi 
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 Ir'sagovernmentthat aymeth at godlineſſe, and not 
at greatneſſe and gaine, : „ 

It makes none jealous of painefull Paſtours, none to be 
offended at Chriſtian meetings, as if they were Conven- 
ticles, none to envie other mens graces, but ſtirreth vp te 
| watch one over another, aud freely to admontſh one ano« 
ther, to further one another to Heaven. : 

It graceth very highly the godly and learned Laity. 

Its grounded vpon the word,preceedeth by the word, 
rejecting the Popiſs Canon Law , Popiſh Ceremonies, 
P opiſh [nperfiitions,and Idolatry, and all mens vaine in« 
ventiens, in Doctrine, Sacrament, worſhip, and govern- 
ment of CHRIST. 

The Conelufion of all is this,and che ſumme of my deſire, 
viz, that there may be a full Conformity in Doctrine, 
and Diſcipline, with the reſt of the Proteſtant Churches 
of Scotland,reformed Church of France, Geneva, & c. 
1. For this will prevent future differences berwixe 
the two Nations. 8 
2. Prevent the removeall of many of the Kings good 
ſubjeRs into other Countries, with many other beneſites. 


This I bumbly requeſ to be taken into ſerious conſideras 
tion, which being done, will bring a bleſſing vponthes 
Kingdome and Church, | 


— —— 


———— 


Conrteons Reader take notice, that iu pag, 10. & Section 
34. that for foure hundred thouſand pounds, read foure 
hundred thouſand poundi, per annum. EN 


FFNIS. 


